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it our duty to recommend that a change in the laws may be made to remedy the 
evil and prevent, as far as possible, the incarceration of sane persons in either 
public or private asylums. To this end we recommend that the alleged lunatic, 
in all cases, before commitment shall be examined by three physicians, each 
acting separately without the presence of the other, and that the examination 
shall be had before a judge and in the presence of counsel for the accused ; that 
the physicians shall be selected by the judge in the same manner that jurors are 
drawn, from the names of all reputable physicians who may have been in active 
practice in the State, county, or city during a period of five years at least, and 
that a majority verdict, with the concurrence of the judge, shall be necessary to 
a commitment. 

We find the sanitary arrangements very deficient, especially in the use of the 
baths, where healthy and diseased persons are compelled to use the same bath 
without change of water. From the testimony before us we find that opportuni¬ 
ties afforded to patients to communicate with their friends are too limited, if not 
altogether forbidden, and we urgently recommend that such changes be adopted 
as will enable patients to confer with friends and legal counsel. 

Caleb B. Knevals, Foreman. 


From the Secretary of the National Association for the Protec¬ 
tion of the Insane and the Prevention of Insanity, we learn that 
at a recent meeting of Councillors of the Association held October 6, 
1882, it was resolved : “ That a semi-annual bulletin, or journal, 
should be issued by the Association, under the editorship of Dr. 
C. L. Dana (of the editorial staff of the N. Y. Medical Record ), 
with an editing committee composed of Dr. Joseph Parish, of 
New Jersey ; Dr. W. W. Godding, Superintendent of the Govern¬ 
ment Insane Hospital, Washington, D. C.; Miss A. A. Chevaillier, 
Boston, Mass.; Dr. H. M. Bannister, Assistant-Physician Kankakee 
Insane Hospital, Illinois ; Dr. J. C. Shaw, Superintendent Kings 
Co. Insane Hospital, N. Y.” ; and, further, that it is proposed that 
this journal shall publish such medical and other papers as are read 
before the public meetings of the Association, and shall contain 
information regarding the progress of lunacy reform in this coun¬ 
try and in Europe ; also, such other matter as will tend to awaken 
an intelligent and practical interest in the important problems 
with which this Association has to deal. It is further proposed 
to appoint annually corresponding members from each State and 
from different parts of Europe, who shall be required to report, 
on or before the first day of January, to the Secretary of the 
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Association, on the condition of the insane, the laws which ex¬ 
ist relating to them, the changes which have occurred, and such 
other facts of interest and benefit as he may be able to obtain in 
his particular State. 

Members of the Association who pay the annual fee of two 
dollars will receive their bulletins free. Members are earnestly 
solicited to interest the community in their locality, and obtain 
as many subscribers or new members to the Association as pos¬ 
sible. Also to send the Secretary a list of names of those in 
their State who would be likely to be interested, and to whom 
circulars soliciting membership may be sent by the Secretary. 
Personal effort, however, on the part of members and officers is 
desired. The officers of the Association are H. B. Wilbur, M.D., 
President, Syracuse, N. Y.; Nathan Allen, M.D., LL.D., Vice- 
President, Lowell, Mass.; Miss A. A. Chevaillier, Secretary, 7 
Highland Park Avenue, Boston, Mass.; Geo. M. Beard, M.D., 
Treasurer, 52 West 34th Street, New York City. 


Accidents in insane asylums repeat themselves under simi¬ 
lar circumstances in different lands. Some time since a patient in 
the Ward’s Island Insane Asylum was killed by boiling water let 
into a bath-tub in which he had been placed, in order to give 
him a bath. Le Progres Medical of August, 1882, relates an 
almost identical case. In June last, an attendant at La Salpet- 
ere was directed to give a bath to an excited patient named 
Georges. Having placed the woman in a bathing-tub provided 
with a copper cover, ordinarily employed for the excited pa¬ 
tients, and having opened the hot-water faucet, the attendant 
went to a neighboring room, forgetting to close the faucet. A 
few moments later the patient was found dead. The attendant 
was arrested, but on the strength of the testimony of the at¬ 
tending physician to the effect that she was habitually attentive 
and kind to patients, and having in view the fact that she had 
already been some time in custody, she was condemned to six 
days' imprisonment only. Similar accidents, in spite of many 



